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NEWSLETTER 2016 

Hello, 

What a  fabulous start to the year! Children are eager to focus on new challenges, 
have settled into their new classes well and our new Reception children are so      
confident and happy they appear to have been with us for much  longer than a week! 
Well done to staff and parents for achieving such successful transition; evidence of 
our good working relationships and excellent joint partnership. Thank you. 

Rye Academy Trust have a new CEO, Tim Hulme who had a very positive tour 
around school on Tuesday, when he commented on the calm, bright and focused     
atmosphere in our lovely building. 

Jane Howard        

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality—We need your help! 

Attendance - In our ongoing aim to improve attendance we will be reporting on every newsletter 
the unauthorised absences. This will remove the figures for authorised, genuine reasons for not 
being in school and we are sure that we will have your support for this, as you have spoken to us 
about your concern when illness is included in our report to you. Now that we are sharing this   
information you can see how important it is that you contact the school office when your child is 
not able to attend school.  

Unauthorised absences:  

Minnows      0 

Sardines 0 

Clownfish 4 sessions 

Seahorses 2 sessions 

Sea Turtles  3 sessions 

Lobsters 1 session 

Barracudas 0 

Cuttlefish 3 sessions 

Killer Whales 2 sessions 

Stingrays 10 sessions 

Marlin  6 sessions 

Jellyfish  4 sessions 

Sharks   0 

Dolphins  6 sessions 

The school doors are open from 8.30am, we encourage      
children to come in for early morning learning. This helps the 
children settle and be ready for a good day of learning. 

Late Marks since beginning of this term: 

Minnows        0                 Killer Whales   6                  

Sardines        1                       Stingrays         0 

Clownfish       10                     Marlin              5 

Seahorses      4                       Jellyfish           6 

Sea Turtles     2                       Sharks            0 

Lobsters         6                       Dolphins         1 

Barracudas    2     Cuttlefish        3 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fcliparts%2Fl%2FD%2FR%2Fc%2FU%2Fr%2Fpenguin-hi.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwesharepics.info%2Fimagehgkl-happy-kid-cartoon-face.asp&docid=ZVenXWhwwzNoSM&tbnid=_wiXcZvmPnTM6M%3A&w=474&h=595&
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Celebrating Success! 

I would like to celebrate the success that our children achieved in their statutory SATs 

Tests in the Summer. 

Our Year 1 children achieved above National averages in their Phonics Screening with 

83% of them attaining the expected level in their phonics knowledge. This is a              

phenomenal achievement and thanks to the hard work of all the Key Stage 1 staff led by 

Mrs Alex Wilson. 

In their Y2 SATs we are particularly proud of our most able children as we achieved    

double the National averages for children working at a greater depth of understanding. 

This is down to the focus on high expectations at Rye Primary – well done KS1. 

In their Y6 SATs our children rose to the challenge of much harder tests and have 

achieved progress scores in line with National data, with particular success for our       

disadvantaged children. Well done Y6 and keep up the good work in Year 7! 

Safeguarding 
 

Please note, that the college grounds will not be open for access from school to the 
Nursery due to the need to keep the College premises safe. I am sorry, but until the new 
building work is complete, everyone will have to walk around. Thankfully Morgan Sindall 
are doing a brilliant job and the building work is on time for completion in December. 
 
The car park is causing real concern. Please take care and keep to the pavements, we do 
not want any accidents. To enable the bus to deliver the children safely there must be no 
parking on the yellow lines. Please do not park in the designated disabled spaces, these 
are required for children and parents who need them.  We have also had a couple of  
worrying reports of parents on mobiles whilst pushing a buggy/pram—on one occasion 
the parent pushed the buggy out into the road when a car was approaching!  Please be 
careful! 
 
Vaping is not allowed on the school premises. 
 
Please do not use the field for your dog toilet – this is needed for your children to have    
access to the sports facilities. 



Let’s talk to each other….. 
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To help support you we have shared the school events calendar on our website for the year 
ahead. Have a look at our website www.ryeprimary.co.uk to find all latest information to support 
your forward planning. 
 
We have arranged clubs, trips and swimming for the year ahead to help your budgeting and      
forward planning. If there is a cost we have given an estimation. 
 
From January 2017 parents and carers are invited to attend our Friday Celebration Assemblies, 
please check the calendar to find out when your child’s class will be sharing their learning. 
 
Don’t forget to give us your email so we can send you letters and important information on the 
same day. 

Census Day—6th October 2016 

This is an important day for the Primary School. It is Census Day – this is the day that the        
government collects the data to plan for our financial future. As such an important day we would 
like as many children as possible in school to have a school dinner as this helps us with future 
funding. 

Are you entitled to Free School Meals? Please see Sue Ball if your financial situation has 
changed. We can claim 6 years of Pupil Premium if your child is entitled to a free school meal   
today. 

Payment for Trips  

I feel I need to clear up a misunderstanding regarding payment of trips, events and clubs. 

We do not receive money from the government for trips or swimming, if you do not pay the        
voluntary contributions then the money comes out of the whole school budget, meaning we have 
less money to spend on improving learning resources for the children. Last year we subsidised 
these to the cost of £7,016.  

If we invite someone into school to enhance the curriculum any money not given in voluntary    
contributions comes from the school budget, a fixed amount for every child. As a school we buy 
into Premier Sports, I am sure you will agree that this is a good way to spend our money as we get 
quality sports teaching from Liam Sayer, but this is a cost commitment, so any clubs run by   
Premier Sport, run at a cost. 

We are very grateful to the community members who run clubs for us on a voluntary basis, these 
volunteers allow us to run netball, chess and art clubs at no cost to our children, a huge thank you 
to those people. 

I know many of you have commented on how lucky our children are to have such a wide choice of 
clubs, at least one every night. Keep supporting us with this and talk to us if you have difficulty 
with voluntary contributions. 



Rye Primary News….. 

Page 4 

 

Pugwash Nursery are now running child-care clubs for 2-8yr olds before and after 
school.  
 

Breakfast Club 8:00—8.30am  
£2 per session including toast, cereal fruit or yoghurt. We currently have 4 places available 
every day. 
 

After School Tea Club 3:00—5:00pm 
£9.50 per session which currently includes a cooked tea of something nutritious and 
healthy, for example an omelette, chicken stir fry or shepherds pie. 
There are currently spaces on a Monday and Tuesday for 6 children. 
 

If you are interested please call Fran or Katie on 01797 225009. 

Healthy Snacks 

Break-time snacks need to be healthy;  fruit, yoghurt and vegetables.  

Please do not send your child with crisps, sweets or chocolate biscuits. 

Minnows and Sardines News 

The reception children had a great and positive first week at Rye Primary. All the children 
arrived happily and settled into their classrooms with confidence and surprising ease. The 
hard work with the transition in the summer term, alongside valuable home visits have  
definitely supported the children. The Minnows and Sardines had fun doing foot printing, 
with lots of giggles and laughter. The footprints are for their ‘next steps in learning’ board.  
 

The Sardines and Minnows are really benefitting from our family service at lunch times, the 
adult support at each table is extremely valuable, so thank you to all the adults involved in 
making lunch times a calmer, positive and happy place to be. 

The children have been going into assembly each day and receiving high praise for their 
listening and attention. 

Thank you to all the reception parents for making sure all the children are all dressed 
smartly and on time for school. We received no lates all week so thank you, this really 
makes the start of the day run smoothly. 

 



Pugwash News…. 
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At Pugwash we have been learning about the     
importance of healthy eating and leading a 
healthy lifestyle. The children helped to make 
fruit smoothies by cutting the pineapple, mango 
and bananas and putting all of the ingredients 
along with some milk in the smoothie maker. 
They thoroughly enjoyed making and eating 
these for their morning snack! We have also 
been playing healthy lunchbox games and   
creating some healthy plates for our display. 
 

We would like to welcome Carly Pearson to 
our team. Carly is highly experienced and  
we are very excited that she will be joining 
us in Nursery from next week. She is looking 
forward to meeting everyone so if you see 
her please say hello. 
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Explorers visit to Camber Waters 

Killer Whales and Stingrays had an amazing time on 
their trip to Camber Waters last week. 

They started the day by walking all the way to Camber 
Castle. The children then did some 'ditch dipping.' 
This involved using a fishing net to find animals in the 
ditch. They then put them in small containers and   
investigated the animals they had found. Barry from 
Rye Harbour Nature Reserve was able to help them 
identify a saucer bug, water beetle and water scorpion 
among many other animals. 

After lunch the children then used binoculars to watch 
birds feeding, swimming, diving and resting. they 
identified birds such as swans, swallows and ducks. 

Later on the children went on a mini beast hunt using 
the school's new science equipment. This was great 
fun and the children even managed to find dragon 
flies and moths as well as Antony the ant! 

The long walk home certainly tired the children out but 
they were still fantastically behaved. Well done Year 
4!! 

Rye Harbour Adventures 

Year 6 enjoyed a fun day out to Rye Harbour 
last week as part of their 'Abandon Ship' topic. 
First stop was the Mary Stanford memorial at 
Rye Harbour church where the children could 
see the names of the brave men who died   
during the disaster. Next was the RNLI lifeboat 
station where the pupils leant how lifeboards 
work today and were able to try on some of the 
crews PPE (personal, protective equipment!). 

After lunch on the beach, they walked to the 
Mary Stanford lifeboat station before           
continuing their walk to end up in Winchelsea. 
A slight shower did not affect the spirit of the 
day and everyone slept very well that night! 


